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Time flies and its hard to believe that I sent out my first email to introduce

myself almost two months ago. The EcoSolutions team has been very busy since then. We have visited several schools and would like to take this opportunity to share a few special moments with you and also to once again invite you to participate in the educational services we offer. 
          

Kerry Lanham-Love, a sponsor with a heart of gold, made sure that the little ones of Thabile Nursery School in Blairgowrie become an owl wise team. Nicholas Haw of EcoSolutions installed the schools’bird feeder and barbet log and also introduced them to our beautiful feathered friends.
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Hoo-hoo

How-do-you-do? 
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Some 74 Grade 5’s of Rehill Preparatory School thoroughly
  enjoyed the talk delivered by Nicholas, who also manages EcoSolutions’ Owl Box Project in the Western Cape. Nicholas enjoyed a short visit to Gauteng during which he shared his expertise with learners from several schools in the Province.
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Left: Nicholas and the children of Redhill
Right: Rudolph peaks over his shoulder and watches

Nicholas as he discusses hi features with the children. 
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· During laboratory experimentation, Barn Owls have shown that by using their hearing they can catch prey in total darkness.
· Of all the owls studied, the Barn Owl shows the best ability to discern exactly where a sound is coming from, and is able to memorize the complex sounds associated with a certain type of prey.
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L’Oréal South Africa surrogate-parents to owlet pair in eco-friendly pest control programme

L’Oréal South Africa has joined forces with the Owl Box Project in an effort to increase the number of owls in Johannesburg and to find an environmentally sustainable solution to the management of rodents in the Sandton area, where the company’s head office is located.

L’Oréal believes the installation of suitably placed owl boxes, will allow for the establishment of a breeding population of spotted-eagle owls who live and hunt within the Sandton area.

The Owl Box project has introduced two Spotted Eagle Owl chicks to specially built owl boxes at L’Oréal where staff will take on the responsibility of caring for the owlets during the nurturing and fledging period, before they are released to live and breed freely in the area.

”As the world’s leading beauty company, L’Oréal is committed to be an authentic example in terms of sustainable development,” says L’Oréal South Africa’s Managing Director, Philippe Raffray. “We are also committed to a safe and healthy workplace and the introduction of these owlets will help us with these objectives”, he continued.

Sandton’s large rodent population has proved to be a great challenge for companies and residents in the area.
Annually corporate companies and residents in the Sandton area spend thousands of rands on rodenticides to manage the rodents but the Owl Release programme provides a sustainable and environmentally responsible solution to managing this challenge. Raffray says this initiative is in line with L’Oréal’s global strategy “to reduce our environmental impact through greater eco-efficiency.

He says, “Despite the company’s global growth in output, we have managed to make absolute reductions in energy, water and waste along with significant improvements in eco-efficiency”.

Visit www.loreal.com for more information.
[image: image12.wmf]
L’Oréal also sponsored an Owl Release programme at the nearby Sandtonview School in Bramley, following a request from the school principal and HOD. Raffray says the decision to sponsor the owl release programme at the Sandtonview School is aimed at fostering an appreciation of owls and their conservation among the school children at a young age.
“Most of our learners are from previously disadvantaged environments and we feel privileged to be able to expose them to this special programme”, says Mrs Marianne Kernes, Principal of Sandtonview School.
 “We hope to engender in them sensitivity and an understanding of the importance of owls in our environment. We would really like to thank our sponsors, L’Oréal, for affording us this opportunity.” “We are delighted that L’Oréal is embracing the ‘Owl Wise’ concept in this way” says Jonathan Haw, MD of EcoSolutions, the organisation which helms the Owl box Project. “In many cultures and in Africa in particular, the owl has a dreadful and undeserved reputation and only through education can this be corrected.  It is crucial, therefore, that the private sector becomes more involved and enables those who live in communities that can best benefit from the presence of owls to have access to the education programmes such as this one.”
The Owl Box Project conducted an education programme at Sandtonview School which involved an initial talk to the school children and teachers; the construction and installation of the owl box, and finally the release of the  young owls into the area. 
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Top: Nicholas during the talk
Bottom: Learners of Sandtonview and one of the ‘adopted’ Barn Owls
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DANGER
Rodenticides are chemicals designed to manage rodents. Their impacts are however much wider, affecting other animals such as owls. Use rodenticides only as a last resort, and then strictly according to the label. Here are some other ways in which you can control rodent numbers: 

· Clear away loose garbage around the house and remove refuse promptly. Store foods in containers and don’t leave pet food out. 

· Store timber, bricks and old equipment at least 1 m above the ground and 1 m away from any wall or fence. Clear the surrounding area of debris. 
· Close rat holes tightly with a ball of chicken wire, then cement over this. The wire prevents the rats from breaking through the cement while it is still wet. Don’t leave water standing available to rodents, and remember to clear gutters and drains so that water doesn’t accumulate. 
· Use mechanical rodent control measures such as walk-in traps if rodents become a problem. Watch these carefully and clear them of captured rodents daily. 
· Identify the rodent species and tolerate the indigenous ones such as gerbils, field mice and Elephant Shrews. Their numbers don’t become excessive and they provide        a good food source for the owls. (Information: The Endangered Wildlife Trust)
Is your school owl wise? If not, ask me how!

The Owl Box Project was initially established in response to the more than 150 baby owls we receive into our care at our sanctuary every year, orphaned because of the lack of suitable nesting sites.
The Project works on natural occupancy and is designed specifically to address this shortfall in suitable nesting/breeding sites for owls within suburban greenbelts, in gardens such as yours.
The schools presentations are designed to introduce students to the predatory birds found within their area, as well as to their conservation and basic biology. The lectures take place at your school and are designed to take roughly 40 minutes. The talks are curriculum specific and are conducted with live birds of prey and owls
It is recommended that when booking these presentations the spread of students consists of no more than three grades at a time (i.e. Gr 10 – 12 or Gr 8 – 10).
In this way we can provide tailormade presentations that are relevant to the students present (i.e. The Food Chain, etc). These talks cost R10 per child/100 children; R8 for 100-500 children; and R5 for 500-1000 children and need to be booked at least 2 weeks in advance

If you are interested in having an owl box installed or delivered to your school or to schedule a talk, please reply by return of email, listing your full physical address, a contact number, and what days and times are best suited to you (or not suited to you) for installation or talks. We do installations and talks according to area and will be happy to schedule your school as soon as possible.   
We also supply and install bat houses at a cost of R270 each and barbet nesting logs at a cost of R110 each. Our other eco-products and services include Gardening for Birds consultations and bird feeders.
 
I look forward to hearing from you and we hope to welcome you to the family of OBP participants in the near future. 
Kind regards,
Henrietta






